
THE CHURCH AND YOU 
 
You are not obliged to be a member of the church nor to be bap-
tised before you are married. 
 
However, we believe that every person, and every marriage, is 
made happier and more complete through a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ and membership of the Christian Church.  We 
would encourage you both to be members of a local  church. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you want to explore spirituality and faith issues further please feel 
free to speak with the minister or come along to one of our Sunday 
services at 9.30 am or 5pm. 
 

May God bless you in your preparations. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDDING INFORMATION 
 

 
 

We are delighted that you are planning to be married within the 
Gawler Uniting Church.  We trust the information in this Booklet will 

guide you as you plan your wedding day. 

 

Gawler Uniting Church:   PO Box 1009  Gawler 5118 
Office Manager: Mrs Kelly Littleford     
Office hours Mon & Thurs 8.30am –4.30pm 
Phone 8522 5269  office@gawleruniting.org.au 

 
www.gawleruniting.org.au 



INITIAL INQUIRY 
 

It is wise to book your wedding date if you have not already done 
so.   Bookings can be made by phone, letter, or in person to our 
office.  Final confirmation of the proposed date and time will be 
made when the deposit is paid. A $50 deposit is required to secure 
your booking.  
 

Within two to four months of your proposed wedding date, you will 
be contacted about your first wedding preparation interview. 
 

 
ELIGIBILITY 
 

There are certain legal requirements that apply to any marriage - 
notably that there is no existing marriage: and that both parties are 
18 years of age or over.  
 

You are not required to be members of the Church, however it is 
expected that those who are married in the church will approach 
with sincerity the experience of Christian marriage which the wed-
ding service symbolises. 
 

Different religious traditions or denominations are not a barrier to 
marriage in the Uniting Church.  Both parties need to be aware of 
any difficulties inherent in their being of different traditions.  The 
minister will expect to discuss this as part of the preparation for 
marriage. Clergy from other Christian Churches are able to partici-
pate in the service, this can be discussed during your enquiry.  
 

 
DIVORCED PARTNERS 
 

Being  divorced does not prevent a person from being married in 
the Uniting Church.  However, a minister cannot officiate at the re-
marriage of a divorced person unless the 
Decree Nisi has become Absolute at least 
one calendar month prior to the wedding.  
Legally, the minister must see the Decree 
Absolute before the wedding can take 
place. 

EXPENSES 
 

There are particular expenses incurred by the church in arranging 
your wedding which you are asked to defray.  These include the 
church, minister’s fee, flowers, legal documentation, caretaker/
cleaner etc. 
 
 

Gawler Uniting Church Wedding Fees as at January 2016 
 

General Wedding Costs  $ 850.00 
 

  
 
 
 

* Please note – a surcharge of $100 may apply where specific flower col-
ours are requested.  All fees are reviewed periodically. 

 
 

Payment Schedule: 
 

Booking deposit (non-refundable)   $  50.00 
 
 
 
 

Balance payable 4 weeks before Wedding Rehearsal:  $ 800.00 
 

Payment can be received by cash, or direct deposit into the church 
account. Arrangements can be made with the Office Manager. 
Generally an invoice will be sent to you via email. 
 
Prepare Enrich Fees are an additional cost to the wedding couple. 
This course is done online and will be paid for online by the couple 
when doing Prepare online. Fees for this are approx. $42 plus 
GST. 
 

QUESTIONS 
 

Please discuss any questions you may have with the ministers ear-
ly to prevent misunderstanding and disappointment. The Office  
Manager may ring you to discuss your requirements before the day 
and to confirm your booking. 
 



PHOTOGRAPHS AND VIDEO RECORDINGS. 
 

Photographs may be taken outside the church both before and af-
ter the wedding, and also in the church during the signing of the 
register.  Your minister will be able to indicate the procedure for of-
ficial photographs and videos of the service. 
 

We believe that the wedding service is too important to be dis-
turbed by flashlights or unnecessary movement by guests taking 
photographs. 
 
You are welcome to provide your own official photographer. 
 
 
 
 
 

PARKING 
 

Parking space in the front of the church is reserved for the official 
wedding cars ONLY. 
 

Guests may park around the church in the shopping centre car 
park and in the car park alongside the hall 
 
 

WITNESSES 
 
The wedding needs to be witnessed by two persons who must be 
18 years of age or over.  The Marriage Act requires their full names 
to be recorded on the official Marriage Certificate.  These witness-
es are normally the best man and the first bridesmaid.  In the event 
of two such persons not being available in the wedding party, ar-
rangements will need to be made for two people who have ob-
served the wedding to be available at the signing of the register. 

THE FIRST INTERVIEW 
 

Please bring with you:  
 

 Birth Certificates (extracts acceptable or, in certain cases, 
Naturalisation Certificate or passports)   

 Documents indicating a change of name (if applicable). 
 If married previously, bring the Decree Absolute or Death Cer-

tificate (as applicable). 
 

During the first interview any legal documents will be signed, a 
PREPARE inventory completed and your questions answered. 
 

SUBSEQUENT INTERVIEWS 
 

At least one interview is spent exploring the PREPARE feedback. 
More sessions can be arranged if desired. 
 

Planning the content of the Marriage Service 
 

Wedding Rehearsal 
 

At times pre-marriage courses may also be held to assist couples 
in preparing responsibly for their marriage. 
 

 

PREPARE 
 

To assist couples prepare for their future together, we expect all 
couples to participate in “PREPARE”.  “Prepare” is a counselling 
tool used by many ministers around Australia to help couples learn 
more about themselves, their partner and their relationship.  PRE-
PARE is a Pre-Marriage Personality And Relationship Evaluation. 
 

 “Prepare” can identify some of the strengths in the relationship and 
possible growth areas for the couple to discuss with one another.  
This is a helpful aid for marriage preparation and all couples are 
encouraged to make the most of this opportunity.   
 

There are other programmes offered to en-
rich your marriage at any stage of your 
married life.  We suggest after your second 
anniversary is a good time to start.  Please 
contact the church for information. 
There is an additional cost for doing Pre-
pare. This is approx. $42 plus GST. This is 
paid online when you do the course. 



REHEARSALS 
 

A date for the rehearsal of the wedding ceremony is normally ar-
ranged during an early interview with the minister. Rehearsals are 
usually held on a day late in the week immediately prior to the wed-
ding. This date must be booked with the Office Manager. 
 

 

DOCUMENTS 
 

All documents necessary for your marriage are supplied by the 
church and completed during the preparation period and on the 
wedding day itself. 
 
 

THE WEDDING DAY 
 

The ceremony is conducted by the minister according to the Rites 
of the Uniting Church in Australia.  The wedding service includes a 
range of options which will be discussed with each couple during 
the preparation period.  The back of this Booklet provides a guide 
to these options.  Some parts of the ceremony are required by law, 
in some other parts, variation is allowed.   
 

The duration of the ceremony, from the arrival of the bride to the 
time of leaving the church is approximately 35-45 minutes. 
 

 

SERVICE SHEETS 
 

Often two hymns or songs are sung in the service.  Songs as well 
as photos can be projected using our projector and screen if you 
prefer. 
 

If you prefer to have your own service sheets printed, you are free 
to do so.  It is essential for you to consult with the minister about 
their content before proceeding to printing to protect you and the 
church from any copyright infringement.  We reserve the right to 
refuse use of any printed material that has not been previewed by 
one of the ministers. 
 
 

MUSIC 
 

We arrange for a church organist to play at your wedding.  It is also 
possible for you to have an organist of your choice. 
 

The processional music normally played is the “Trumpet Voluntary” 
and for the bride and groom’s departure from the church Mendels-
sohn's “Wedding March” is played.  If you wish to vary this feel free 
to consult the organist. 
 

You will also need to contact the organist early if you have ar-
ranged for a soloist to sing during the service.  Words of the solos 
must receive prior approval of the minister and the music negotiat-
ed with the organist. 
 

A copy of the music must be supplied to the organist at least 2 
weeks before the wedding and a practice time arranged with the 
organist. 
 

You may also use recorded music of your choice but please dis-
cuss this with the minister about the appropriateness of the selec-
tion. CD’s or media files can be played through our speaker sys-
tem. 
 

 

FLOWERS 
 
A basic white floral arrangement of two arrangements on the stage 
area and one at the entrance will be provided.  We ask that  these 
remain in the church for the Sunday services. If you would like a 
specific colour or flower we will try to accommodate your request, 
however, there will be an extra charge for this. 
 
You are welcome to provide your own 
floral arrangements.   
 

 
 

 

AISLE DECORATIONS 
 

In the church a small supply of aisle 
decorations are available (at no extra 
cost) for your use if you wish, or you are 
free to use your own. 
 

We ask that you arrange for someone to 
attach decorations before the wedding 
and to remove them afterwards. This is 
usually done at the rehearsal a day or 
two before the wedding date. 


